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Voiidei ciuel-dealing Beauty now hath thought her to be kind;
Blithe and gay the woild rejoiceth, gladdened of this dear delight.

Standeth ready dight the banquet, chcleth mid the guests the wine,
Flushed is toper and is leveling with the grace that theie doth light.

Brimming are their bowls with radiance from the Heavenly Beauty shed;
Lo, the dregs thereof are blood-gouts of Tiuth's martyred Mansur * wight.

Every overflowing goblet streams a flood of madness wild,
Every wine-retailing measure rolls a sea of wonders blight.

Every pose of the cupbearer fair a thousand signs reveals,

While her every movement doth from Love's Koran a verse recite.

Love, in truth, is an enigma, whose solution ne'er may be;
In bewilderment its biith is while its end is frenzied plight.

Poverty is one with riches, malady is one with cure;
He who undeistandeth needeth not with either to unite.2

Unto revellers who drink within the tavern of His Love

Bold and shameless words and wayb are piety's clear miiror bright.

Lo, in forms His levelation, as in bright Epiphany;

The transgression of the Shadowless, Esrdr, is e'en the right. *

1  [Huseyn  ibn  Mansiii  al-IIalldj  ("the  Wool-carder"),  a favouiite martyr
of the Stiffs, to whom refeience has been made repeatedly in previous pages
of this \\ork   ED.]

2  Experience   is   the  only  teacher;  yet  to  him  of undeistanding, to  the
illuminate, expeiience is unnecessaiy.

3  In   the  first  line of this couplet Esnir says that God reveals Himself as
tiuly in the forms of material phenomena as in the glories of such Theophanies
ab that of Mount Sinai. In the second he justifies a view calculated to offend
the  orthodox  by  suggesting  that   what  would  be   transgiession   in   such   as
them is true righteousness in himself and his fellow-mystics; a view expressed
in  a  well-known  adage  of the Sufis,  "the viitues of the pious are the sins
of   [God's]   intimates"  (i. e.   the   Stiffs). The Prophet is said to have cast no
shadow,  so   that  lthe  Shadow less'  will  mean  those  holy  as  he, that is the
poet and hit fellow-mystics.